
O V E R V I E W

A Shareholder since 2007, Chad commenced his employment with Porter Scott fresh out of law school in 2001. 
 Having litigated cases throughout Central and Northern California, Chad has trial experience in the Central 
Valley and Bay Area.   With extensive experience in insurance defense, Chad handles a variety of complex 
cases, including the defense of design professionals and contractors in construction-related matters, business 
and commercial disputes, attorney malpractice, and general civil litigation.

With experience as a settlement conference attorney with the El Dorado County Superior Court, Chad 
approaches each problem with an eye towards intelligent resolution.  Chad is aware that litigation is often not 
a client’s first choice and aims to provide reasonable and cost-efficient solutions for his clients. Where some 
disputes cannot be resolved at a conference table, Chad is always ready to apply his advocacy skills towards 
achieving results in the court room.

Prior to joining Porter Scott, Chad was stationed at the Marine Corps Recruit Depot for most of his active duty 
enlistment in the US Navy.  In his spare time, Chad enjoys spending time with his family, snow skiing, and 
volunteering in the Elk Grove community.  He also actively volunteers overseas in Ghana, in Myanmar, and 
Ecuador.

Chad S. Tapp

Shareholder 

Whether playing guitar or practicing law, 
Chad is always looking for a creative and 
promising outcome. Every case and song 
are different and he enjoys the challenge of 
mastering every note or riff in a song and 
similarly each unique fact of a case.

(916) 929-1481    ctapp@porterscott.com

2180 Harvard Street | Suite 500 | Sacramento, CA 95815



E D U C A T I O N :

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T H E  P A C I F I C ,  M C G E O R G E  S C H O O L  O F  L A W  ( J . D . ,  2 0 0 1 )

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  U N I V E R S I T Y  ( B . A . ,  1 9 9 8 )

U . S .  N A V Y  ( A C T I V E  D U T Y  1 9 9 3 - 1 9 9 6 ;  R E S E R V E  D U T Y  1 9 9 6 - 2 0 0 0 )

Honorable Discharge

Stationed Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego

P R A C T I C E  A R E A S

Business and Real Estate

Construction

Personal Injury

Products Liability

Professional Liability

A D M I T T E D  T O  P R A C T I C E

All California State Courts

United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit

United States District Court for the Eastern District of California

P R O F E S S I O N A L  M E M B E R S H I P S  &  A W A R D S

2022 Northern California Super Lawyers List

BV rated by Martindale-Hubbell



Member, Sacramento County Bar Association

Super Lawyer, Northern California (2021)

Super Lawyer, Northern California (2017-2018)

Super Lawyer Rising Star, Northern California (2009 – 2015)

Member, Defense Research Institute, Construction Law Committee

Member, American Council of Engineering Companies

Member, Sacramento Regional Builders Exchange

Member, CLM (Claims & Litigation Management Alliance)

P R E S E N T A T I O N S  &  S E M I N A R S

Conduct full day seminar “Managing Engineering Liability and Risk” October 3, 2019 (Half Moon Education, 
Inc.)

Expert Witnesses In and Out of Court, SAGE (Surveyors, Architects, Geologists & Engineers of El Dorado 
County)

Deal or No Deal: What’s That Claim Worth?

The Art of Settlement

The Art of Depositions: Powerful Techniques to Maximize Your Success, National Business Institute

C O M M U N I T Y  I N V O L V E M E N T

Served on boards of multiple non-profit organizations

Guest Lecturer at McGeorge School of Law

Outreach efforts in Ecuador (2012), Myanmar (2011, 2018) and Ghana/West Africa (2009 and 2014)

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E  T R I A L S

Langford v. Erickson (Personal Injury Defense)

Rl Liquidators v. Safelite (Breach of Contract and Nuisance)

Ferro Automotive v. American Asphalt (Breach of Contract)

Kimmel Construction v. Jo Taylor, MD [Breach of Contract, Delay Damage Claims]

Tri-Tool v. Jamal, LLC [Quiet Title, Easement Dispute]

Western Water Company v. Yuba County Water Agency [Breach of Contract and Equitable Claims]



Dewald v. Cuccia [Construction Litigation]

Macklin v. Americrete [Product Defect Litigation]

Hastings v. EZ Auto Solutions, Inc. 

Johal v. Sears [Construction Litigation]

Kay v. Placer County [Real Property Boundary Dispute]

Koehler v. Prinz  (Declaratory relief action for recovery of fees and elder abuse defense)

Phillips v. CSAA  (Insurance bad faith – Defense jury verdict)

Confidential parties (Complex attorney fee dispute involving allegations of malpractice resolved after lengthy 
binding arbitration)

Various Motions for Summary Judgment granted for defense clients.

Over 100 successfully mediated disputes on behalf of clients.

A L T E R N A T I V E  D I S P U T E  R E S O L U T I O N

Sacramento County Bar Association Arbitrator for Attorney Fee Disputes

Settlement Conference Attorney for El Dorado County Superior Court


